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to me.    In the mean time, I will order my bat-
talions to be in readiness.

" Upon looking at the Tope as I came In just
now, it appeared to me that when you get pos-
session of the bank of the nullah, yon have the
Tope as a matter of course, as the latter is on the
rear of the former. However, yon are the best
judge,, and I shall be ready.

I am, my dear Sir,,

Your most faithful servant,

ARTHUR WELLESLEY."

It should be remembered that this note was
written on the day the Madras army encamped
before Seringapatam, at the distance of 5,000
yards from the rampart, and when the inter-
vening ground was very little known. The near-
est part of the Sultaunpettah Tope to the camp
was abont 900 yards, and Shawe's post about
1^700 yards from the camp ; but the watercourse,
where it went through the Tope, ran in a serpen-
tine direction, and the enemy were posted under
the cover of its windings in the Tope,, so that
whichever way the attacking party placed its
front, it was flanked by them.

The two parties, under Colonel Shawe and
Colonel Wellesley, left the camp at eight o'clock
in the evening; at nine, heavy firing of musketry
was heard every where in front, and information
was brought to the camp, that the two Sepoy